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This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the second half of 

October 2015. Following are the main points covered in the report: 

 Against the backdrop of Palestinian stabbing attacks against Jews in Israel, jihadist organizations, 

especially Al-Qaeda and the IS, launch an extensive and widely publicized campaign on the topic. 

This campaign is characterized by an expression of solidarity with the Palestinians, continued 

encouragement for the wave of attacks against Jews in Israel and around the world, and a vow to 

conquer Palestine and liberate Al-Aqsa Mosque from the Jews. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, 

for example, claims that Israel receives support from world powers, especially the US, out of a 

desire to curb the spread of Islam and to weaken its power base and, therefore, they must also 

be fought against. 

 The Islamic State in Sinai Province claims responsibility for the downing of a Russian passenger 

jet in the Sinai Peninsula and emphasizes that it was in response to Russian intervention in Syria. 

The organization threatens that Russia and its allies will continue to get a taste of the organization 

as long as it continues to intervene in Islamic lands, especially Syria. 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan emphasizes that the war of jihad against the infidels in 

Afghanistan will continue despite the US decision to leave a force of 5,500 soldiers in Afghanistan. 

According to the Emirate, the US has lost the war in Afghanistan and its fate will be similar to that 

of the Soviet Union. In addition, the Emirate calls on jihadists to increase their attacks against 

American targets. 

 Al-Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria, publishes a new issue of its magazine in English, Al-

Risalah. Among the articles published in the issue are: the importance of fulfilling the 

commandment to wage jihad, China’s repression of its Uighurs Muslim inhabitants and their part 

in the arena of jihad in Syria, and a financial prize on the head of Nasrallah, the leader of Lebanese 

Hezbollah, and Bashar al-Assad, the President of Syria. 

 Abd al-Qadir Mumin, the senior leader of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Qaeda’s branch in 

Somalia, swears allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State. In addition, 

he calls on Muslims everywhere to swear allegiance to the Islamic State Caliphate. 
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Ideology 

 Al- Bushriyyat jihadist media institution, which is involved in publicity for Al-Qaeda, published the 

following: 

o A book titled, “Jihad: Questions and Answers” by Sheikh Ibn Taymiyya, a prominent Salafi 

sage from the 13th century AD, edited by ‘Ali al-‘Arjani (aka Abu al-Hasan al-Kuwaiti).1 

o The transcript of a sermon titled, “the aadvocacy Sunna” by Abu Qatada al-Filastini, a 

senior Salafi jihadist cleric in Jordan. In his sermon, al-Filastini emphasized the importance 

of fulfilling jihad and warned against abandoning it. According to him, the West is not 

interested in the pure application of the principle of jihad and takes pains to cover up its 

real meaning in various ways, such as by establishing Islamic learning centers in Europe 

characterized by a “moderate” interpretation of holy Islamic texts. For this reason, it is 

incumbent on all Muslims to undertake the obligation of jihad.2 

 A writer known as Gharib al-Sururiyya published an article inciting against Shi’ites in Qatif, Saudi 

Arabia. In the framework of the article, Shi’ites in Qatif were presented as idolaters who curse 

the Prophet Muhammad and his Companions, and remain loyal to Iran. The author presented 

references from Islamic scholars in different periods with respect to Shi’ites as idolaters, and 

spoke out against Sunnis who protect the Shi’ites and consider them to be Muslims.3  

 Al-Malahim jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, 

published an article titled, “The Religious Reasons for “the religious reasons for keeping the 

mujahid and his activity”” by Sheikh Hamd bin Hamud al-‘Uthman al-Tami.4 

 The Islamic State published a series of textbooks studied in its educational institutions on topics 

such as “The Quran and its Interpretation”, “Physical Fitness”, “Geography”, “Policies According 

to Religious Law”, “The Roots of Religious Law”, “Arabic Literature”, “History”, “Grammatical 

Meanings”, “The Term Hadith”, “Faith”, etc.5 

                                                      

1 https://justpaste.it/of1h 
2 https://justpaste.it/og1n 
3 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
4 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic); http://justpaste.it/Legrea 
5 http://justpaste.it/oo28 

https://justpaste.it/of1h
https://justpaste.it/og1n
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
http://justpaste.it/Legrea
http://justpaste.it/oo28
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The Rift between Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 

 Al-Nukhba jihadist media institute, which is involved in publicity for Al-Qaeda, published an article 

titled, “The Media: The Difference between the [Islamic] State and the State of Islam” by Sheikh 

Abu al-Mundhir al-Shinqiti, a prominent Salafi-jihadist cleric who supports Al-Qaeda. In his article, 

al-Shinqiti attacked the manner in which the IS conducts its publicity. According to him, the 

organization’s publicity is characterized by dramatization of events and deliberate provocation of 

an audience that is not composed of its followers. According to him, it is a veritable folly since the 

organization’s method of publicity draws fire from all sides and causes enemies to focus efforts 

on destroying the Caliphate, which is not legitimate anyway under the IS leadership, and on 

deploying military forces to the area. Moreover, the Islamic State is in a weakened state and still 

continues with its dramatic propaganda that draws the attention of the world, a disturbing trend 

that does not serve its long-term interests and even harms the local population. Finally, al-Shinqiti 

stated that the Islamic state for which the Muslim Nation longs is not confined to Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi’s country, but rather should include the rest of the member of the nation.6 

 The Nukhbat al-Fikr jihadist media group published an article titled, “Notes on al-Adnani’s 

Speech” by Sheikh Abu al-Mundhir al-Shinqiti, a prominent Salafi-jihadist cleric who supports Al-

Qaeda. In his article, al-Shinqiti responded to a speech by Abu Muhammad al-Adnani during the 

first half of October 2015 in which the former emphasized that his organization is strong despite 

coalition strikes against it and threatened various jihadist factions not to act against the IS. Al-

Shinqiti first emphasized that al-Adnani’s speech reflected weakness and despair. He added that 

al-Adnani’s false claims that his organization was winning the war was designed to raise the 

morale of IS fighters. Al-Shinqiti noted that his bellicose statements against the US were 

ridiculous, baseless and excessive. He even criticized the threat that al-Adnani made against 

jihadist factions not to attack the IS. Al-Shinqiti emphasized that the Islamic State is actually 

initiating attacks against other jihadist factions and bears responsibility for aggression against 

other jihadist factions. He also emphasized that IS fighters are not considered jihad fighters but 

rather Khawarij, an ancient Islamic sect that withdrew from the main stream of Islam and 

                                                      

6 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 

https://al-fidaa.com/vb


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Webs i te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
7 

sanctified violence against anyone who did not follow it. Al-Shinqiti also emphasized al-Adnani’s 

disregard for Russia’s intervention in Syria and recent developments in the field.7 

 Al-Wafa jihadist media institution, which is involved in propaganda for the IS, published an article 

praising the oaths of allegiance by jihadist fighters in Somalia to the Islamic Caliphate led by Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi. In addition, the article rejected outright the claims made by Al-Qaeda that the 

Islamic State is causing a rift among the ranks of the mujahideen in Somalia.8  

 

Jihad and Women 

 A writer known as Al-Sultan Sanjar published an article regarding the jihad of women and young 

girls from the Islamic point of view. The author explained that the Islamic schools do not 

command women to wage jihad and that they are forbidden to do so. Regarding children, the 

author mentioned that in early times, children joined Islamic armies and so it is permissible to 

integrate them in combat or a combat-supporting system, though it is not mandatory.9 

 

Strategy 

 A writer known as Abu Abdullah al-Mansur published an article encouraging Muslims to carry out  

“lone wolf” attacks and even announced the opening of a Telegram channel under the name, 

“Become a Wolf”. The author explained that every supporter of the IS can defend it, even if he is 

not located in its territory, by killing infidels and apostates wherever they are. In addition, the 

author especially emphasized the need to assassinate clerics who speak out against the IS and do 

not recognize its legitimacy.10 

 

                                                      

7 https://justpaste.it/oe9p 
8 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
9 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
10 https://justpaste.it/ma3thera 

https://justpaste.it/oe9p
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://justpaste.it/ma3thera
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“Soon My Turn” – encouragement for “lone wolf” attacks  

 

 Al-Batar jihadist media institution published a video titled, “The Pearl of Jihad”, a term for suicide 

attacks, which it described as “the strongest tool against the hegemony of the infidels”. The video 

reviewed the history of suicide attacks against Israel back in the days of the “Engineer”, Yahya 

Ayyash, and criticized Hamas for ceasing to use such attacks. The video ended with a call on the 

Palestinians to renounce Hamas and Fatah, and to renew the use of suicide attacks within Israel.11 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum advised Palestinian perpetrators of stabbing 

attacks to dip their knives in poison in order to maximize the effect and the number of casualties. 

In addition, he recommended using poisoned arrows to enable attacks from a distance, especially 

at night.12 

 In addition to official publications by the IS, many jihad supporters in cyberspace published 

articles regarding the wave of terrorist attacks in Israel. The articles included various messages, 

such as praise for the participation of children in the wave of stabbing attacks,13 encouragement 

for suicide attacks against Jews,14 and a vow that Caliphate fighters will reach Palestine in order 

to battle against the Zionists.15 Another IS-supporting jihadist media institution published a video 

encouraging jihad attacks against Jews that included videos from the latest wave of attacks and 

clips from speeches by bin Laden regarding the battle in Palestine.16 

                                                      

11 https://goo.gl/f2B5iQ 
12 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
13 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
14 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
15 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
16 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 

https://goo.gl/f2B5iQ
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
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Articles in praise of attacks in Israel, with emphasis on Jerusalem 

 

 A visitor to the Shumuk al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a report according to which the 

“Military Production and Development Authority” of the IS had published help-wanted ads 

searching for engineers in a range of fields, including: aerospace engineering, mechanics, physics, 

chemistry and minerals. The announcement also stated that they were searching for craftsmen 

in the field of iron works and engraving. The margins of the announcement stated that additional 

information could be obtained by calling the telephone number or visiting the “human resources 

department”.17 

 

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which serves as a platform for messages from Al-Qaeda 

leadership, published an audio clip by Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, a member of Al-Qaeda’s council 

titled, “The wonder of time has passed…the shattering the idols…the leader of Crusader and 

American machinations”. In the clip, al-Rauf praised the appointment of Mullah Akhtar 

Muhammad Mansur as the new Emir of Islamic Emirate during a sensitive period for the Muslim 

Nation. He mainly focused on a description of Mullah Omar, the former leader of the Islamic 

Emirate in Afghanistan, as a heroic figure. According to him, Mullah Omar fought bravely and with 

determination against many forces, including world powers and international institutions that 

                                                      

17 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamikh1.biz/vb
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tried to meddle in Afghanistan’s internal affairs, especially on the eve of the American invasion 

of Afghanistan. He managed to preserve the unity of the Afghan nation and to establish the 

Islamic Emirate over half of Afghanistan’s territory. Finally, al-Rauf called on the Afghan people 

to preserve the legacy of Mullah Omar, maintain unity among the ranks and help expel foreign 

forces located in Afghanistan.18 

 Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) eulogized Harun Mansur al-Shalali, the supervisor of the 

military branch of Ansar al-Sharia in Libya. Al-Shalali was described as a distinguished jihad fighter 

who tirelessly fought against the tyrant regime in Algeria and migrated to the arena of jihad in 

Libya where he was killed in one of the battles in Benghazi.19 It should be noted that al-Shalali 

was on the wanted list in Tunisia after being found guilty of planning a suicide attack in the 

country. In addition, the organization published a video dedicated to Sheikh Abu Muhammad 

‘Abd al-Nasir, a senior military commander in the organization.  The video included interviews 

with senior AQIM commanders about al-Nasir.20 

 Al-Nusra al-Maqdisiyya, a Palestinian jihadist media institution, published a eulogy and banner in 

memory of Osama Muhammad Aslam from the city of Qalqilya in the Gaza Strip, a jihad fighter 

who migrated from Qalqilya to Aleppo in Syria in order to join the ranks of the IS. He was killed in 

Aleppo Province during battles against Syrian security forces.21 

 

 

The banner in memory of  Osama Muhammad Aslam 

 

                                                      

18 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic); https://justpaste.it/ocpj   
19 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
20 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
21 https://twitter.com/edededss57/status/658562300551540736 

https://al-fidaa.com/vb
https://justpaste.it/ocpj
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
https://twitter.com/edededss57/status/658562300551540736
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 The second issue of the magazine, Al-Rasala, was published in English by Al-Nusra Front, Al-

Qaeda’s branch in Syria. Among the topics covered in the issue were: an article praising the 

fulfilment of the commandment of jihad; encouragement for “lone wolf” attacks (attacks by 

individuals); interviews with Al-Nusra Front fighters about the circumstances of their joining the 

organization; an article criticizing Chinese policies against its Uyghur Muslim residents and the 

migration of the latter to the arena of jihad in Syria; an article regarding the importance of using 

the encryption software, Amn al-Mujahid (“Security of the Mujahid”) when surfing the Internet.22  

 

 

From left to right: Offers of cash prizes for the heads of Bashar al-Assad and Hassan Nasrallah;  
the banner page of Al-Risala 

 

 

 Issue no. 2 (4 pp.) of the magazine, Al-Ghuraba, was published for October 2015 in Swahili by Al-

Muhajirun, which is affiliated with Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, regarding women in East Africa.23 

 

                                                      

22 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
23 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 

https://al-fidaa.com/vb
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
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The banner page of Al-Muhajirun 

 

 Issue no. six of the magazine, Al-Wa‘d, was published by the Ibn Taymiyya Center. Among the 

topics covered in the issue were: issues related to the Muslim faith, such as mention of Allah’s 

name; advice to Palestinians on how to improve the stabbing attacks against Israelis; advice on 

secure Internet use; an article regarding one of the IDF units in the framework of “Know The 

Enemy”; information regarding explosives; tips for dealing with tear gas; and more.24 

 

 

From left to right: an article about improving attacks against Jews in Israel; the banner page of the issue 

 

                                                      

24 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamikh1.biz/vb
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Afghanistan-Pakistan 

During the second half of October, battles continued between the Taliban in Afghanistan, and 

Afghan security forces and NATO forces, especially in Helmand Province in southern Afghanistan, in 

Herat Province in western Afghanistan, and in Faryab Province in northern Afghanistan. In Helmand 

Province, battles between Taliban fighters and Afghan security forces took place around the city of 

Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand Province, causing many residents to leave the city.25 In Faryab 

Province, Afghan security forces managed to re-capture Ghormach district26 after the Taliban seized 

control of the area earlier in the month and took 18 police officers captive.27 

 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the following: 

o The spokesman for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Zabiullah Mujahid, claimed that 

accusations by the Human Rights Commission of the Kabul government regarding offenses 

by the mujahideen in Kunduz are planned propaganda and rejected them. He added that 

the report did not address the American shelling that targeted a hospital in Kunduz, and 

that the committee also considers crimes committed by the army and the police as 

activities of the mujahideen. He further claimed that organizations such as Kabul’s Human 

Rights Commission issue reports in accordance with the wishes of corrupt groups and 

invest efforts in defaming the mujahideen. Finally, Zabiullah Mujahid added that 

eliminating the enemy is a part of war but great caution must be taken when it comes to 

civilians.28 

                                                      

25http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-advances-capital-afghanistan-helmand-
151020180901928  
26http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/afghan-security-forces-retake-taliban-held-district-
151024084050698.html 
27http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-takes-afghan-province-police-chief-hostage-
151020101742025.html 
28http://shahamat-english.com/accusations-by-kabul-human-rights-committee-concerning-kunduz-is-
planned-propaganda/ (English). 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-advances-capital-afghanistan-helmand-151020180901928
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-advances-capital-afghanistan-helmand-151020180901928
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/afghan-security-forces-retake-taliban-held-district-151024084050698.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/afghan-security-forces-retake-taliban-held-district-151024084050698.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-takes-afghan-province-police-chief-hostage-151020101742025.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/10/taliban-takes-afghan-province-police-chief-hostage-151020101742025.html
http://shahamat-english.com/accusations-by-kabul-human-rights-committee-concerning-kunduz-is-planned-propaganda/
http://shahamat-english.com/accusations-by-kabul-human-rights-committee-concerning-kunduz-is-planned-propaganda/
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o An announcement regarding the extension of US occupiers’ presence in Afghanistan until 

2017. The announcement stated that leaving 5,500 American troops will not slow down 

the jihad process and the struggle of the organization. The announcement added that the 

US lost the war in Afghanistan with hundreds of thousands of soldiers so it is holding on 

to false hope in thinking that there will be a change with so few soldiers. In addition, 

according to the announcement, support of the US as a result of the war in Afghanistan is 

decreasing and it will end up alone in the battle, just like what happened to the Soviet 

regime. At the end of the announcement, the organization called on the mujahideen to 

increase their attacks against American targets.29  

o An announcement of condolences over the death of an Islamic Emirates cleric, Dr. Sher 

Ali Shah. The announcement stated that Sher Ali Shah was a teacher who had imparted 

Islamic knowledge to many students and supported jihad by the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan.30 

o A speech by the leader of the Taliban in Afghanistan, Mullah Akhtar Mansour, to the 

mujahideen. In the beginning of the speech, Mansour blessed the mujahideen on their 

victories and called on them to treat civilians respectfully because it is thanks to their 

support that they are succeeding, and so they should avoid attacking public institutions 

and should protect them instead. He added that the mujahideen should take advantage 

of the fact that the enemy ranks are divided, and do not possess the morale to fight 

against the organization and gain more victories. In addition, he called on senior jihadists 

to supervise the activities of the fighters so that they continue their jihad in the framework 

of shari’a. Finally, Mansour promised continued unity among the ranks of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan and claimed that the enemy’s propaganda against the organization is 

baseless.31 

 

                                                      

29http://shahamat-english.com/statement-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-prolonging-stay-of-american-
invaders-in-afghanistan/ (English). 
30http://shahamat-english.com/message-of-condolence-of-islamic-emirate-concerning-the-passing-away-of-
a-renowned-scholar-of-the-islamic-world-mawlana-dr-sher-ali-shah-may-allah-have-mercy-on-him/ (English). 
31http://shahamat-english.com/audio-message-of-amir-ul-mumineen-mullah-akhtar-muhammad-mansur-to-
mujhaideen/ (English). 

http://shahamat-english.com/statement-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-prolonging-stay-of-american-invaders-in-afghanistan/
http://shahamat-english.com/statement-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-prolonging-stay-of-american-invaders-in-afghanistan/
http://shahamat-english.com/message-of-condolence-of-islamic-emirate-concerning-the-passing-away-of-a-renowned-scholar-of-the-islamic-world-mawlana-dr-sher-ali-shah-may-allah-have-mercy-on-him/
http://shahamat-english.com/message-of-condolence-of-islamic-emirate-concerning-the-passing-away-of-a-renowned-scholar-of-the-islamic-world-mawlana-dr-sher-ali-shah-may-allah-have-mercy-on-him/
http://shahamat-english.com/audio-message-of-amir-ul-mumineen-mullah-akhtar-muhammad-mansur-to-mujhaideen/
http://shahamat-english.com/audio-message-of-amir-ul-mumineen-mullah-akhtar-muhammad-mansur-to-mujhaideen/
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The Islamic State in Khorasan Province 

 The Islamic State in Khorasan Province published the following: 

o A video titled, “We Are Coming, Jews, Coming from Khorasan”, in which an IS fighter 

threatened to re-conquer Palestine, overthrow the State of Israel and liberate Al-Aqsa 

from the Jewish occupation. According to him, the Palestinians are victims of oppression 

by the Jews as reflected in the latter’s contempt for their personal dignity and the 

desecration of their holy places. Therefore, the fighter vowed that his organization is 

declaring war on the Jews and intends to help the Palestinians get Palestine back. In 

addition, he threatened to attack Israel’s allies.32 

o Filmed documentation of battles between IS fighters and Afghan army forces.33 

o Filmed documentation (18 photos) of the graduation of two training camps belonging to 

the organization. The first was named for Abu ‘Umar al-Baghdadi, the former leader of 

the Islamic State in Iraq, and the second camp was named for Abu Mus‘ab al-Zarqawi, the 

founder of Al-Qaeda in Iraq.34 

 

 

IS fighters in Khoransan Province 

 

 Muslim Dost, a former senior leader in the Taliban in Afghanistan who swore allegiance to Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the IS, and became the deputy leader of the IS in Khorasan 

Province, accused the leader of the organization, Hafiz Sa‘id Khan, of kidnapping and killing 

innocent civilians in Nangarhar Province in eastern Afghanistan. According to him, he supported 

                                                      

32 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 
33 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 
34 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://shamikh1.biz/vb/
https://shamikh1.biz/vb/
https://shamikh1.biz/vb/
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and helped the leader of the organization in the province in order to serve Islam and Muslims in 

the area but he realized that Sa'id Khan had turned his back on the holy values of Islam. However, 

he emphasized that despite Sa’id Khan’s disavowal, he continues to be loyal to Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi.35 

 

 

From left to right: Muslim Dost and Hafiz Sa‘id Khan 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

In Yemen, AQAP gained momentum due to the Arab coalition’s focus, first and foremost, on Saudi 

Arabia in the battle against the Houthi militias and not against AQAP fighters. According to various 

reports, during the second half of October 2015, the organization succeeded in expanding its influence 

in the neighborhoods of the city of Aden in southern Yemen following the departure of the Houthi 

militias.36 In an interview with the daily, Al-Hayyat, the governor of Shabwa Province, ‘Abdallah ‘Ali 

al-Nasi, warned that Al-Qaeda intends to annex the provinces of Shabwa and Abyan to its areas of 

control, and warned that there is no regional force capable of thwarting this plan.37 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 The jihadist media institution of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), Al-Malahim, 

published the following: 

o A speech titled, “Help for Al-Aqsa” by Sheikh Hamd bin Hamud al-‘Uthman al-Tamimi, a 

senior leader in the organization. In his speech, al-Tamimi praised the armed popular 

                                                      

35 http://www.afghanmediacenter.net/?p=12532 
36 https://arabic.rt.com/news/797618-القاعدة-تلتهم-عدن-قوات-عربية-اليمن/ 
37http://www.alhayat.com/Articles/11603575/-النسي-لـ--الحياة-----القاعدة--يخطط-لضم-أبين-وشبوة-----و--الحوثيون--قادرون
 على-احتالل-عتق

http://www.afghanmediacenter.net/?p=12532
https://arabic.rt.com/news/797618-القاعدة-تلتهم-عدن-قوات-عربية-اليمن/
http://www.alhayat.com/Articles/11603575/النسي-لـ--الحياة-----القاعدة--يخطط-لضم-أبين-وشبوة-----و--الحوثيون--قادرون-على-احتلال-عتق
http://www.alhayat.com/Articles/11603575/النسي-لـ--الحياة-----القاعدة--يخطط-لضم-أبين-وشبوة-----و--الحوثيون--قادرون-على-احتلال-عتق
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uprising of the Palestinians against the Jews, and emphasized that his organization’s 

fighters have never for a moment forgotten the obligation to liberate Al-Aqsa from the 

Jews. According to him, this is being delayed due to - among other things - the betrayal of 

local regimes who see fit to cooperate with Israel instead of help the oppressed 

Palestinians. He stressed that the liberation of Palestine will only be achieved through 

armed jihad, and that any diplomatic arrangement and peace talks are unacceptable. He 

also referred to international intervention in Syria and claimed that it is aimed at 

maintaining the State of Israel’s survival and preventing any sign of Islamization in the 

region. He stressed that the US is considered the head of the snake that supports Israel 

and intervenes in Syria in order to preserve the interests of the Jews. Russia is also 

operating in Syria after receiving the green light from the US. Hence, the current campaign 

in Syria is a campaign that concerns all members of the Muslim Nation and, therefore, 

they must help the jihad fighters in Syria. Finally, he wished the Palestinians success in 

their armed struggle against the Jews, and called for unity among the ranks of jihad 

factions in Syria and for the defeat of the US, Russia and Israel.38 

o A speech titled, “Help Al-Aqsa” by Sheikh Khalid bin ‘Umar Batarfi, a senior leader in the 

organization. In his speech, al-Batarfi praised the armed struggle of the Palestinians 

against the State of Israel. According to him, the Jews are systematically oppressing the 

Palestinians, humiliating them and defiling the sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque. According to 

him, the State of Israel receives support from western countries, led by the US, and other 

international organizations, such as NATO, with the goal of weakening Muslims and their 

religion. According to him, this trend is being repeated today as well, as reflected in - 

among other things - Russian involvement in Syria. In light of this, Batarfi called on 

Muslims to help in the jihad war on all fronts against the infidel forces.39 

 

                                                      

38 https://justpaste.it/nosratalaqsa; https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabia). 
39 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 

https://justpaste.it/nosratalaqsa
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
https://al-fidaa.com/vb
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From left to right: The banners of the speeches by al-Tamimi and al-Batarfi 

 

The Islamic State 

 The IS claimed responsibility for an attack on a Shi’ite church in eastern Saudi Arabia. According 

to announcement, the attack was carried out by a fighter named Shuja’ al-Dosri from “Bahrain 

Province”. Five people were killed and one person was injured in the attack. It should be noted 

that this is the first time that the organization mentioned “Bahrain Province”.40 

 The IS in Hadramawt Province published a video about the Palestinian knife intifada against the 

Jews in Israel. One of the organization’s fighters expressed solidarity with the Palestinian struggle 

and praised the armed struggle against the Jews. He urged Palestinians to continue the stabbing, 

ramming and other attacks against the Jews. Another fighter referred to the debasement of the 

sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque by the Jews and called on Muslims to enlist to liberate it.41 

 The IS in Al-Hijaz Province published an audio clip containing the last will and testament of a 

martyr named Ishaq al-Hijazi, who carried out a suicide attack against the Isma’ili Mosque in 

Najran.42 

 

Iraq 

The second half of October 2015 began with announcements by the Iraqi army and the Shi’ite 

militias fighting alongside it regarding the capture of the city of Baiji, which is located in the middle 

of the main road leading from Baghdad to Mosul, from the IS. In the framework of the city’s capture, 

the Asaib al Haq Shi’ite militia announced that the refinery area on the outskirts of Baiji was also 

                                                      

40 http://dawaahaq.blogspot.co.il/2015/10/blog-post_313.html 
41 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
42 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 

http://dawaahaq.blogspot.co.il/2015/10/blog-post_313.html
https://shamikh1.biz/vb
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under the control of Shi’ite militias.43 In addition, the Prime Minister of Iraq, Haider al-Abadi, 

announced that the city was liberated from the IS after seven months of battle.44 The capture of the 

city of Baiji is part of the Iraqi army's plan to liberate the city of Mosul from the IS. 

Meanwhile, the battle continued between Iraqi security forces, with the help of air strikes by the 

US Air Force and the IS around the city of Al-Ramadi in Al-Anbar Province.45 On the one hand, two IS 

fighters – one of British descent – carried out attacks against Iraqi security forces, in which 50 Iraqi 

soldiers were killed.46 On the other hand, 27 IS fighters were killed by Iraqi security forces west of Al-

Ramadi.47 

 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq published a range of 

videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 

A. Battles and Military Deployments  

o Al-Anbar Province: A video regarding a suicide attack using a car bomb 

against Iraqi army posts carried out by a terrorist of Tajiki descent.48  

o Saladdin Province: A video regarding battles west of the city of Samarra.49 

o Al-Fallujah Province: A filmed review regarding battles in the city of Al-

Karma, east of Fallujah.50 

o Al-Dijla: Three filmed reviews regarding battles in the area of Jabal 

Makhul.51 

                                                      

43http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2015/10/iraqi-army-shiite-militias-report-success-in-baiji.php 
(English). 
44 http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/241020151 (English). 
45http://english.alarabiya.net/en/webtv/reports/2015/10/21/Fierce-battle-against-600-ISIS-members-in-Al-
Ramadi.html (English). 
46http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3287965/The-face-British-ISIS-suicide-bomber-Jihadi-carried-
deadly-bomb-attack-killed-50-people-Iraq.html (English). 
47http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/27-isis-elements-killed-wounded-bombing-west-ramadi-says-al-
jazeera-operations/ 
48 https://archive.org/details/amlya-001 
49 https://isdarat.tv/ 
50 https://isdarat.tv/ 
51 https://isdarat.tv/ 

http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2015/10/iraqi-army-shiite-militias-report-success-in-baiji.php
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/241020151
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/webtv/reports/2015/10/21/Fierce-battle-against-600-ISIS-members-in-Al-Ramadi.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/webtv/reports/2015/10/21/Fierce-battle-against-600-ISIS-members-in-Al-Ramadi.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3287965/The-face-British-ISIS-suicide-bomber-Jihadi-carried-deadly-bomb-attack-killed-50-people-Iraq.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3287965/The-face-British-ISIS-suicide-bomber-Jihadi-carried-deadly-bomb-attack-killed-50-people-Iraq.html
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/27-isis-elements-killed-wounded-bombing-west-ramadi-says-al-jazeera-operations/
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/27-isis-elements-killed-wounded-bombing-west-ramadi-says-al-jazeera-operations/
https://archive.org/details/amlya-001
https://isdarat.tv/
https://isdarat.tv/
https://isdarat.tv/
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B. Execution of Spies: 

o Nineveh Province: A video titled, “And If You Return, We Will Return 2”. 

The video documented several executions that were carried out at various 

sites, using different methods, of several people who were accused of 

spying against the IS and of collaborating with the West and with the 

Peshmerga. It should be noted that the beginning of the video showed 

notes allegedly handwritten by one of the spies mentioning “counter-

terrorism activity” and “cooperation with the Mossad”.52 

o Al-Furat Province: A video titled, “Harvesting the Spies 3”, which 

documented the execution of four people accused of transferring 

information against the IS to the Iraqi security agencies.53 

o Saladdin Province: A filmed review regarding the execution of two people 

accused of spying for the Iraqi government.54 

C. Civilian Issues: 

o Nineveh Province: Filmed reviews regarding the activities of flour mills and 

paint shops in Mosul, as well as a review of Muslim life in the village of Al-

Fadeliyya.55 

o Al-Furat Province: Filmed reviews regarding the spice markets in the city of 

Al-Bukamal56 and horse breeding.57 

o Al-Anbar Province: Filmed reviews regarding the production of date syrup 

in the city of Hīt and a factory for manufacturing bricks.58 

o Al-Kirkuk Province: Filmed reviews regarding the renovation of a mosque 

in a hospital in the city of Hawija.59 

                                                      

52 https://ia601308.us.archive.org/14/items/dqSIO09/AA1.mp4 
53 https://ia801306.us.archive.org/24/items/HASADAljawsys/HASAD_Aljawsys.mp4         
54 https://isdarat.tv/ 
55 https://isdarat.tv/ 
56 http://goo.gl/4wDKyZ         
57 https://isdarat.tv/ 
58 https://isdarat.tv/ 
59 https://isdarat.tv/ 

https://ia601308.us.archive.org/14/items/dqSIO09/AA1.mp4
https://ia801306.us.archive.org/24/items/HASADAljawsys/HASAD_Aljawsys.mp4
https://isdarat.tv/
https://isdarat.tv/
http://goo.gl/4wDKyZ
https://isdarat.tv/
https://isdarat.tv/
https://isdarat.tv/
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o Al-Fallujah Province: A filmed review regarding the placing of street lights 

in the city of Fallujah by the “Ministry of Services”.60 

D. Propaganda and PR: 

o Kirkuk Province: A video titled, “Oh, People of Jerusalem – Rain Terror on 

the Jews!” In the video, a member of the organization extended blessings 

to the perpetrators of terrorist attacks in Israel and called on them to 

increase their activities. The video included an article on the subject of the 

Jewish terrorist attack in Duma against the Dawabsheh family home on the 

one hand, and terrorist attacks carried out against Israelis on the other 

hand, against the backdrop of an incitement speech by IS spokesman, Abu 

Muhammad al-Adnani.61 

o Al-Furat Province: A video titled, “We Are Coming, O Jews!” In the video - 

which included photographs from terrorist attacks that were carried out in 

Israeli territory – an IS religious figure used Islamic sources to describe the 

Jews’ hostility toward Islam and called for jihad to be waged against them. 

In addition, fighters who appeared in the video called on the Palestinians 

to join the IS, and to fight in the name of religion and not under the banner 

of nationalism, including that of Hamas.62 

o Nineveh Province: A video titled, “A Message to the Mujahideen in 

Jerusalem”. The video opened with a historical review of Saladin, who 

liberated Jerusalem from the “filth of the Crusaders”, but noted that today 

Jerusalem is controlled by the “despicable of human beings, the Jews”. 

Later, the video showed several IS fighters who encouraged continued 

attacks against Jews while calling on the Palestinians to renounce all 

political parties, such as Hamas, and to maintain unity among the ranks. In 

addition, the fighters called on the mujahideen in Jerusalem to expand the 

                                                      

60 https://isdarat.tv/ 
61 https://archive.org/details/alquds_20151018_1756 
62 https://ia801302.us.archive.org/13/items/lokiJ80/Q4.mp4 

https://isdarat.tv/
https://archive.org/details/alquds_20151018_1756
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types of attacks from stabbings and rammings to car bombs and 

explosives.63 

o Al-Janub Province: A video containing threats against Jews and Christians, 

who it described as “enemies of Islam”, and against the “infidel 

governments” that cooperate with them. The video, which combined 

photos from stabbing and ramming attacks that were carried out in Israel, 

included a message of encouragement for jihad fighters and ribat in 

Jerusalem as well as a vow that IS fighters are marching on to Palestine in 

order to liberate Al-Aqsa Mosque from the “descendants of apes and pigs” 

(a derogatory term for Jews).64 

 

 

Threats against Jews and Israel from Al-Janub Province 

 

o Al-Fallujah Province: A video containing an appeal to Muslims in Palestine. 

In the video, two IS fighters (one of Palestinian origin himself) called on 

Palestinians to rise up and take action in light of “the crimes of the bastard 

Jews” in Al-Aqsa Mosque. The video also included operative notes, for 

example, regarding the areas of the body that should be stabbed and a 

recommendation to carry out ramming attacks, cast stones and pour 

boiling oil on Jews. In addition, the militants called on the Palestinians to 

renounce Hamas and Fatah, which they defined as infidels.65 

                                                      

63 https://archive.org/details/MediaNinawa 
64 https://archive.org/details/qadimoun_20151018_1857    
65 https://archive.org/details/ela-alobat-002 

https://archive.org/details/MediaNinawa
https://archive.org/details/qadimoun_20151018_1857
https://archive.org/details/ela-alobat-002
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o Kirkuk Province:  A video titled, “The Truth about the Landing of American 

Forces”, which presented the Islamic State’s version of the operation to 

liberate the Huwija prison that was carried out by US and Kurdish forces on 

October 22, 2015. According to the video, the US operation failed 

miserably and six IS fighters alone succeeded is defeating 400 soldiers from 

the US elite forces despite the latter’s support from fighter jets and Kurdish 

forces. In addition, the video included testimonies from local residents and 

a review of the medical equipment that was left in the field by the 

Americans in order to portray the American operation as a failure. The 

video ended with the execution of four Peshmerga fighters. The first was 

executed by an English-speaking IS fighter who made threats against US 

President Barack Obama, and the other three were executed by a Kurdish-

speaking fighter who made threats against the President of Iraqi Kurdistan, 

Masoud Barzani.66  

 

 

Threats against the Presidents of the US and Kurdistan 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

The war in Syria continued in several arenas. In Aleppo, in northern Syria, 60 people were reported 

killed in battles between regime forces, and armed factions as well as the IS.67 In the south of the 

country, it was reported that Russian fighter jets had attacked in the area of Dar’a for the first time.68 

                                                      

66 https://archive.org/details/americ-00002 
67 http://www.alaan.tv/news/world-news/141288/60-people-were-killed-fighting-aleppo-syria (English). 
68 http://www.alquds.co.uk/?p=426350   

https://archive.org/details/americ-00002
http://www.alaan.tv/news/world-news/141288/60-people-were-killed-fighting-aleppo-syria
http://www.alquds.co.uk/?p=426350
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Meanwhile, the spokesperson for the Pentagon reported that the US had succeeded in killing Sanafi 

al-Nasr, a Saudi militant identified as the leader of the Khorasan group, in an air strike.69 It should be 

noted that during the battles in the country, more than ten Iranian military personnel and members 

of the Revolutionary Guards were killed in Syria, bringing to 400 the number of Iranian volunteers 

killed there since the beginning of the revolution.70 It should be noted that the Russian Foreign 

Ministry denied rumors of the deaths of Russian soldiers in Syria.71  

In the political arena, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad made a surprise visit to Moscow and met 

with President Putin, who emphasized the need to formulate a political plan in order to end the 

conflict in the country.72 In addition, in Vienna, talks were held to find a political solution to end the 

conflict. The declaration, which was signed by 17 countries, the EU and the UN, emphasized the need 

to maintain unity in Syria.73 

 

Syria 

Al-Nusra Front 

 Al-Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria, published the following: 

o An announcement regarding its activities against the regime in the city of Homs and a vow 

to take revenge against the Syrian regime as long as it, along with Russia, continue to 

attack in the northern suburbs of  Homs.74 

o A video titled, “The Students of Ridhwan – Lattakia”, which reviewed the organization’s 

activities in the area of Lattakia and included interviews with fighters in the field about 

their impressions and experiences on the ground.75 

 The Battalion of the Emigrant Mujahideen swore allegiance to Al-Nusra Front in Hama.76 

                                                      

69 http://goo.gl/vvkzqk 
70 http://goo.gl/vUWJxr;  http://goo.gl/zqtJ0u 
71 http://goo.gl/FSWJZK 
72 http://www.alriyadh.com/1093333   
73 https://goo.gl/pHo2tk     
74 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
75 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
76http://jihadology.net/2015/10/25/new-video-message-from-jabhat-al-nu%E1%B9%A3rah-pledge-of-
allegiance-from-a-battalion-of-the-emigrant-mujahidin-in-%E1%B8%A5amah/ (English). 
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https://al-fidaa.com/vb
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http://jihadology.net/2015/10/25/new-video-message-from-jabhat-al-nu%E1%B9%A3rah-pledge-of-allegiance-from-a-battalion-of-the-emigrant-mujahidin-in-%E1%B8%A5amah/
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 Al-Nusra Front, Ahrar al-Sham and Ajnad al-Sham announced the establishment of a joint 

operation room under the name Jund al-Malahim in eastern Al-Ghouta. According to the 

announcement, the operations room is designed to consolidate these organizations under one 

banner and one army, to respond to the aggression by the regime and its allies against Muslims, 

and to liberate the capital.77 

 A media activist affiliated with Al-Nusra Front published a photo confirming the death of Sheikh 

Abu Sulaiman al-Masri, a senior member of Al-Nusra Front, in the southern suburb of Aleppo.78 

 An apparent supporter of Al-Nusra Front published a collection of videos and audio clips under 

the title, “Eastern al-Ghawta Mafia: Jaysh al-Islam”. The collection served as propaganda against 

Jaysh al-Islam, a Syrian rebel Islamist organization that allegedly receives Saudi support, and is in 

a rivalry with Al-Nusra Front and the IS. According to the supporter, the series of publications was 

intended to expose the assassinations, murders, kidnappings, arrests, betrayals and schemes by 

members of the organization against military and religious personnel of Al-Nusra Front, and it is 

appropriate that this truth be revealed by the dissemination of incriminating material in public.79 

 

 

The banner criticizing Jaysh al-Islam 

                                                      

77 http://ajnadalsham.com/?p=2724 
78http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3287566/Al-Qaeda-s-leader-Syria-Sheikh-Abu-Sulaiman-Al-Masri-
killed-Aleppo.html (English). 
79 https://justpaste.it/IslamArmy 
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Association of Scholars in Sham – (Rabitat Ahl al-Ilm Fi al-Sham) 

 The League of Ahl al-‘Ilm in al-Sham, an umbrella organization composed of several Salafi-jihadist 

clerics in Syria, published an announcement regarding the ruling made as a result of exchanges 

of fire between Al-Nusra Front and Ahrar al-Sham in the town of Al-Dana, in northern Idlib, in 

September 2015. According to the announcement, the exchanges of fire took place as a result of 

disagreements between the commander of Al-Nusra Front and Ahrar al-Sham.80 

 

Ahrar al-Sham 

 Ahrar al-Sham published an announcement regarding its merger with the Tawhid al-‘Asima 

Battalions.81 

 

The Turkestan Islamic Party in Al-Sham 

 During the second half of October 2015, the Turkestan Islamic Party in Al-Sham published videos 

documenting battles by the organization's fighters in various areas in Syria, such as in the Al-Ghab 

Plain and the Kurd Mountains in Syria,82 as well as suicide attacks by members of the 

organization.83 

 

 

A fighter belonging to the Turkestan Islamic Party in Al-Sham in the arena of jihad in Syria 

 

 

                                                      

80 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
81 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
82 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
83 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
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Other Jihadist Organizations 

 Jund al-Aqsa published an announcement in which it announced the departure of Jaysh al-Fatah. 

According to the announcement, the departure took place for two reasons. The first reason was 

that some of the factions within Jaysh al-Fatah support projects that contradict shari’a, such as 

expressing support for Turkish intervention and signing the plan for Syria by UN envoy, Staffan de 

Mistura. The second reason was the pressure put on the organization by Ahrar al-Sham to fight 

against the IS. Later in the announcement, it stated that Jund al-Aqsa does not rule out Jaysh al-

Fatah’s re-entry in the future as long as certain conditions are met, including the publication of a 

declaration of war against the Russians and the Americans.84 

In this context, the “Strategic Affairs” Twitter account, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, claimed 

that Jaysh al-Fatah was not damaged by the departure of Jund al-Aqsa, but Jund al-Aqsa was hurt 

by the way in which it tried to excuse its abandonment in public.85 

 Ajnad al-Sham published an announcement of condolences over the death of a commander in 

the Thuwar Al-Sham Battalion, Abu Abd al-Rahman.86 

 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Syria published a wide 

range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues:   

A. Executions: 

o Homs Province: A video titled, “And by Your Punishment, You Have 

Returned an Eye for an Eye”. The video documented the execution of a 19-

year-old soldier in the Syrian army who admitted in his confession that he 

used to run over the corpses of IS fighters with the tank that he was driving. 

In order to implement an “eye for an eye” punishment, it was decided to 

execute him by running him over with a tank while he was still alive.87 

 

                                                      

84 https://twitter.com/syrianor/status/658229557443604481 
85 https://twitter.com/Strateeeegy/status/657881893208088577 
86 http://ajnadalsham.com/?p=2731 
87 http://goo.gl/HgTbjY    
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An execution by running over the prisoner with a tank 

 

B. Battles, Military Deployments and Training: 

o Aleppo Province: A filmed review regarding an infantry school that was 

captured by the organization. The review explained that the strategic site 

– which is located north of Aleppo and considered one of the most 

important strongholds of the Sahawat – was involved in training fighters 

who fought against the IS. The site was captured by IS forces on October 9, 

2015.88 

o Aleppo Province: Filmed reviews regarding the ribat of IS fighters in the 

area of Tallet al-Ta'aneh, and heavy weapons fire directed at the Syrian 

army in Al-Safira.89 

o Homs Province: A filmed review regarding activities at one of the training 

camps in the province and a presentation of the training exercises, which 

include physical fitness and small arms fire.90 

C. Civilian Issues: 

o Raqqah Province: Filmed reviews on various topics, such as the opening of 

a medical center in Al-Dibsi village, the sale of vehicles, a water purification 

station, the manufacturing of chairs, and a tour of one of the schools in the 

city of Raqqah.91 

                                                      

88 https://justpaste.it/dgtukl/ 
89 https://isdarat.tv/ 
90 http://dawlaislmia.blogspot.com/2015/10/blog-post_2.html 
91 https://isdarat.tv/ 

https://justpaste.it/dgtukl/
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o Aleppo Province: Filmed reviews on various topics, such as public gardens 

in Manbij, the building of a market in the city of Tedef, construction in the 

city of Al-Bab and school activities in the area of Jarabulus.92 

D. Propaganda and Media: 

o Al-Baraka Province: A video titled, “Merciful among Themselves” regarding 

the activities of the “public relations administration” of the IS in the 

province. In the video, a fighter known as Abu Ahmad al-Ansari explained 

that the IS held dawah conferences for five tribes in the province: Al-Jabur, 

Al-Baggara, Tayy, Shammar and al-Ageedat. He explained that the 

meetings were held with tribal dignitaries who constitute a link between 

the IS and the clans belonging to these tribes. In addition, the video 

mentioned that the administration was also responsible for the 

“repentance” initiative that enabled Syrian security personnel and 

members of various factions to repent for their actions and join the IS.93 

o Damascus Province: A video titled, “Breaking the Borders and Slaughtering 

the Jews”. Similar to other videos on the topic, this video combined photos 

from attacks against Israelis with hate speech in Arabic by a member of the 

organization against Israel. Later in the video, a Hebrew-speaking IS fighter 

made threats against Israel and referred to developments in the Palestinian 

arena. Among other things, the fighter threatened that “the real war has 

not yet begun” and that the IS will eliminate the borders between Jordan 

and Syria, and between Jordan and Palestine.94 

 

                                                      

92 https://isdarat.tv/ 
93 https://ia601301.us.archive.org/25/items/rouhamaa/alak.mp4 
94 https://archive.org/download/na7r03/kasr.mp4 
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An IS fighter threatens Israel in Hebrew 

 

o Al-Khayr (Deir Ezzor) Province: A video titled, “Return Terror to the Jews”. 

The video opened with several clips showing images of Jews from Israel 

and around the world (mostly ultra-orthodox Jews) while the narrator 

related various anti-Semitic beliefs about the Jews' control of the world. As 

in videos from other provinces, this video also included operative tips for 

attacking Jews – in addition to stabbing and ramming, the narrator 

recommended poisoning food, using explosives, setting fire to houses, or 

even injecting a person with an empty syringe in order to create an air 

embolism. The video also showed a fighter of Egyptian origin who 

encouraged Palestinians to carry out attacks as “lone wolves” and not act 

under the auspices of a particular party or group, such as Hamas or Fatah.95 

o Raqqah Province: A video titled, “Oh People of the Land of al-Masra 

[Jerusalem]”. In the video, several Palestinian and Gazan fighters 

emphasized that Jews are considered a legitimate target and, therefore, a 

person does not need to seek consultation before carrying out an attack. 

The video ended with a vow that the forces of the Caliphate will reach 

Palestine, as well as a call on Palestinian fighters to join the ranks of the 

organization in Syria and Iraq.96 

o Aleppo Province: A video titled, “A Message to Our People in Jerusalem”. 

The video opened with a review describing the historical animosity of Jews 

                                                      

95 https://ia601302.us.archive.org/31/items/koi44/Ky2.mp4 
96 https://ia601300.us.archive.org/10/items/MsraLand-003/MsraLand-1.mp4 
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toward Islam and Muslims, against the background of photographs of 

members of the ultra-orthodox community in Jerusalem. In the main part 

of the video, a one-armed IS fighter called on Palestinians in Jerusalem to 

renounce both Hamas and Fatah (which he described as apostates) and 

encouraged them to attack Jews using any means possible, such as a knife, 

a gun or a bomb. Later, other fighters emphasized that the conflict 

between the Jews and Muslims is a religious – and not national or territorial 

– conflict, and that there is no chance of peace with the Jews. The video 

ended with praise for the wave of stabbing attacks in Israel and 

encouragement for joining the IS.97 A video on the same topic, with similar 

messages, was published by Homs Province.98  

o Raqqah Province: A video in Turkish titled, “The Judgement is for Allah 

Only”. In the video, a fighter of Turkish origin appealed to the Turkish 

nation and called on it not to participate in the democratic elections in 

Turkey since they recognize the rule of law created by man and contradict 

the religion of Islam. The video ended with a threat against Turkish 

politicians on whom he called to repent before it is too late.99 

 

 

A call on the Turkish nation to renounce the “infidel tyrant” 

 

 

                                                      

97 https://ia601304.us.archive.org/14/items/h_alb/ms_qds..mp4 
98 https://archive.org/details/qadim_20151021 
99 https://ia601306.us.archive.org/31/items/raqa_en/hokm...mp4 
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E. Enforcement of Shari’a Punishments: 

o Aleppo Province: A filmed review regarding the execution of a man accused 

of homosexual relations.100 

o Homs Province: A filmed review regarding the amputation of a thief’s 

hand.101 

 

Abdullah Azzam Brigades 

 Sheikh Siraj al-Din, a senior leader of the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, a Salafi-jihadist organization 

operating in Lebanon and Syria, gave an exclusive interview to the Kuwaiti daily, Al-Rai, after 

leaving Lebanon for Syria. According to him, he was forced to leave Lebanon after the Lebanese 

army received intelligence information from Hezbollah regarding his whereabouts. In the 

interview, he emphasized that his organization is still operating and deploying in Lebanon, and 

that it operates independently and is not connected in any way to Al-Qaeda or the IS. He noted 

that the Islamic State’s intention to declare the establishment of a province in Lebanon reflects 

the distress that exists among the Sunni population in Lebanon in light of the oppression exerted 

on it by the state. 

Later in the interview, al-Din discussed the circumstances surrounding the establishment of the 

organization in 2008. According to him, the organization was founded in order to fight the Zionist 

occupation in Palestine from south Lebanon and the Gaza Strip, and the Iranian occupation in 

Syria and Lebanon. According to him, the popular revolt against Assad's regime is also reflected 

in the widespread resentment among Lebanon's Sunni population toward Hezbollah's takeover 

of Lebanon, which was supported by Syria and Iran, especially since Hezbollah is supported by 

the Lebanese army and intervenes in the Syrian civil war against the Sunni population. For 

example, he said that the organization was responsible for an attack against the Iranian Embassy 

in Beirut. He also emphasized the organization's role in the popular uprising in Syria and noted 

that it has training camps on the outskirts of Homs and Damascus.102 

 

                                                      

100 https://isdarat.tv/ 
101 https://isdarat.tv/ 
102 http://www.alraimedia.com/ar/article/foreigns/2015/10/21/628987/nr/lebanon (Arabic). 

https://isdarat.tv/
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Sheikh Siraj al-Din 

 

The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

The Islamic State in Sinai Province 

 The IS in Sinai Province published the following: 

o A report regarding all of the organization’s military activities against Egyptian security 

forces in Sinai Province during October 2015.103 

o A claim of responsibility for the downing of a Russian passenger plane above Sinai 

Province. According to the organization, the attack was in revenge for Russia’s 

involvement in Syria. The organization threatened that Russia and its allies would continue 

to suffer at the hands of the organization as long as their involvement continued in Islamic 

countries, especially in Syria.104 

 

The Islamic State 

 The Ibn Tamiyyah Media Center, which is affiliated with the Salafi-jihadist movement in the Gaza 

Strip, published an article by a writer known as Abu Bakr Awwab, regarding a speech given by the 

Chairman of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, to the UN General Assembly at the end 

of September 2015. The writer criticized Abbas and accused him of betrayal for agreeing to the 

solution of two states for two peoples.105 

 

 

                                                      

103 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 
104 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 
105 https://shamikh1.biz/vb/ (Arabic). 
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Africa 

The Maghreb 

There was an escalation in tensions in Libya following the downing of a helicopter near the capital 

of Tripoli. Commanders in the Libya Dawn militia, among others, were traveling in the helicopter106 

and the incident led to renewed battles in western Libya between Libya Dawn forces and the “tribal 

army” that was accused by the government in Tripoli of responsibility for downing the helicopter.107 

The security situation remained unstable in the eastern part of the country as well. In Benghazi, 

several people were killed while participating in a demonstration of support for General Khalifa Haftar 

after IS forces in the city fired mortar shells at them.108 

In the rest of the North African countries, counter-terrorism efforts continued. In Tunisia, the 

authorities discovered a cell that was involved in the terrorism financing in the capital and seized 25 

tons of “takfiri books”.109 Counter-terrorism efforts were also reflected in a committee that was held 

on the issue in the capital of Tunis, and included representatives from Arab countries, Interpol and the 

UN Counter-Terrorism Committee.110 In Algeria, it was reported that three radical militants were killed 

by army forces in Boumerdès Province in the north of the country,111 and in Skikda (in northeast 

Algeria) it was reported that the authorities had managed to dismantle a cell that had provided 

assistance and support to terrorist organizations.112 In Morocco, counter-terrorism efforts continued 

using legal tools: in the city of Salé, prison sentences of one to five years were imposed on 12 people 

accused of involvement in terrorism.113 

 

Algeria 

 The media department of the IS in Algeria published a recording titled, “As One Body”. Heard in 

the recording was the voice of an unidentified speaker who condemned the attacks against the 

                                                      

106 http://goo.gl/ZEHjw8 
107 http://goo.gl/c3Krhf 
108 http://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/825368 
109 http://goo.gl/cg056T; https://goo.gl/9gLHV3    
110 http://goo.gl/8S5Ao6 
111 http://goo.gl/bA9jX7 
112 http://goo.gl/SNJNeb 
113 http://goo.gl/CD1Twk       
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IS (including those by Russia and China), and welcomed the organization’s successes in Iraq, Sinai 

and other provinces while wishing for its expansion into Palestine. The video ended with a call on 

all Muslims to join the IS.114 

 

Tunisia 

 A writer known as Umm Ussayid al-Ghariba published an article titled, “A message to the People 

of Tunisia – Kairouan Lions, Stand with Them”. In the framework of her article, the author 

encouraged jihad fighters in Tunisia, praised the attack at the Bardo Museum and mocked Tunisia 

for daring to join the coalition fighting against the IS.115 

 

Libya  

Ansar al-Sharia in Libya 

 Ansar al-Sharia published an announcement regarding the death of one of its field commanders 

in Benghazi, Mansur al-Sha’lali. Media reports indicated that al-Sha’lali was killed in battles 

against the Libyan army in the city.116 

 

The Islamic State  

 The IS in Tripoli Province published a filmed review regarding the executions of people accused 

of witchcraft. The three were executed by beheading.117 

 The IS in Barqa Province published the following: 

o A video documenting the execution of a Christian Sudanese citizen and a soldier in the 

Libyan army. With regard to the Sudanese citizen, the executioner declared that the man 

would die in revenge for the abuse of the Muslim population by Christians in southern 

Sudan. With regard to the Libyan soldier, the executioner made threats against General 

                                                      

114 https://archive.org/details/algasd   
115 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
116 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CSjJ62BUEAA6U88.jpg:large 
117 http://www.worldakhbar.com/maghreb/libya/39141.html    
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Khalifa Haftar and all those who cooperate with him. The Sudanese citizen was executed 

by beheading and the Libyan soldier was dropped off a cliff after being shot in the head.118 

 

 

The execution on a cliff 

 

o A filmed review regarding battles in the city of Derna and Lithi District in Benghazi.119 

 

The Shura Council of the Mujahideen in Derna 

 The Shura Council of the Mujahideen in Derna published a call on IS fighters who defected from 

the ranks of the latter in the area of Al-Fateh and other areas in Libya to atone for their actions, 

and that if they did so, they would be forgiven and pardoned by the Shura Council of the 

Mujahideen in Derna.120 

 

Nigeria 

The Islamic State in East Africa 

 The IS in East Africa (formerly Boko Haram) published a filmed review regarding a workshop for 

the production of rockets. The photos showed masked IS fighters in the turnery for producing 

rockets.121 

 

 

                                                      

118 https://vimeo.com/142938010 
119 http://goo.gl/Z5ipb7; http://goo.gl/mizJzn   
120 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
121 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
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Somalia 

During the second half of October, clashes continued between Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, and 

security forces and African Union forces operating in Somalia, especially in the southwest of the 

country.122 On the one hand, Al-Shabab fighters set ambushes against Ethiopian forces in the city of 

Vabho in central Somalia,123 and over 30 Ethiopian forces soldiers were killed in attacks against their 

bases in southwest Somalia.124 In addition, Al-Shabab fighters set an ambush against Kenyan forces 

in the city of Kismayo in southwest Somalia,125 and attacked Kenyan forces in the city of Bidadi, which 

is located close to the border with Kenya.126 Moreover, the organization claimed responsibility for an 

attack at a hotel in Mogadishu127 in which several senior officials in the Somali government and 

security forces were killed.128 On the other hand, Kenyan security forces attacked an Al-Shabab base 

in southern Somalia.129 Meanwhile, 700 Kenyan fighters who were recruited by Al-Shabab left the 

organization and returned to Kenya.130  

 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 A senior member of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen in the Puntland area of northeast Somalia, Abd al-

Qadir Mumin, swore allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the IS. In an audio clip that 

was published, Mumin claimed that the mujahideen in Somalia swore allegiance to the IS and he 

called on Muslims everywhere to swear allegiance to the IS Caliphate.131 Despite Mumin’s 

declaration according to which the mujahideen in Somalia had sworn allegiance to the IS, 

according to Reuters, which interviewed one of Mumin’s men, only 20 out of 300 Al-Shabab 

fighters in the Puntland area had sworn allegiance to the IS together with Mumin.132 

                                                      

122 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/655784622291337216 
123 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/656494149911318528 
124 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/660512510966169600 
125 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/658236172666277888 
126 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/658956310172598272 
127 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/660662150185271296 
128 https://twitter.com/shahaadanews/status/660685776892649472 
129 http://www.trtworld.com/mea/kenyan-troops-find-al-shabaab-base-in-somalia-10081 (English). 
130 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-34592166 (English). 
131http://jihadology.net/2015/10/22/new-audio-message-from-shaykh-abd-al-qadir-mu-min-bayah-from-
him-and-a-group-of-mujahidin-of-somalia-to-the-caliph-of-the-muslims-abu-bakr-al-baghdadi/ 
132 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-somalia-idUSKCN0SH1BF20151023  
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The banner of Abd al-Qadir Mumin’s oath of allegiance  

 

 Al-Muhajirun group, which is affiliated with Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, published an 

announcement as a result of Abd al-Qadir Mumin’s oath of allegiance to the IS. The 

announcement called on the mujahideen in East Africa to remain united under Al-Qaeda and Al-

Shabab Al-Mujahideen.133 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Ansar al-Islam in Bangladesh, Al-Qaeda’s branch in the Indian Subcontinent, claimed 

responsibility for the assassination of two Bengali bloggers for publishing books that insulted the 

dignity of the Prophet Muhammed. The organization emphasized that the principle of freedom 

of expression does not apply to insulting statements against the Prophet Muhammad, and there 

are restrictions on this unacceptable phenomenon.134 

 

The Islamic State 

 The IS claimed responsibility for the detonation of several explosive devices next to a Shi’ite house 

of worship in the city of Dhaka in Bangladesh, which killed and injured dozens of people.135 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

133 https://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic). 
134 http://justpaste.it/oo28 
135 https://shamikh1.biz/vb (Arabic). 
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